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The Role of 
Metropolitan
for Southern 

California.  
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First Ever Shortage Declared on the Colorado River

A Truly 
Historic 

Drought.



The West’s Two -Decade Long Megadrought 
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US Drought 
Monitor, West

July 26 , 20 22



California is 
Getting  

Warm er
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Drought 
Im pacts. 
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Addressing 
Drought.

• In  Aug 2021 , Metropolitan moved to a regional Water Supply 
Alert status to raise awareness of drought conditions

• In Nov 2021 , Metropolitan took drought emergency action for 
the SWP-dependent areas 

• In Jan 2022 , statewide emergency  water conservation  actions 
to prevent wasteful water use went into effect

• In Mar 2022 , Governor Newsom issued an Executive Order to
support 20-30 percent more water conservation by Californians

• In Apr 2022 , Metropolitan moved to a regional Emergency 
Water Conservation Program

• In May 2022 , the State Water Board approved a 
regulation requiring urban water supplies to implement 
Level 2 demand reduction actions. 

Conditions are 
extreme & 
worsening



Bold 
Leadership  is 

Needed



Long Term Solutions Are Needed

Lake  O roville Lake  Mead

Th is is m ore  th an  d rou gh t. Th is is clim ate change.



The Future Requires a One Water Approach

“The greatest danger 
in times of turbulence 
is not the turbulence –
it is to act with 
yesterday’s logic.”

Peter Drucker



Two
Waters

Established 
in  Legislation 

Clean  W ate r  Act 
(19 72)

Sa fe  D r in kin g W ate r  
Act (19 74)



One Water 
Definition.

“An  in tegra ted  p lan n in g an d  
im p lem en ta tion  ap p roach  to  
m an agin g fin ite  wa te r  re sou rces for  
lon g-te rm  resilien ce  an d  re liab ility, 
m eeting both com m unity & ecosystem  
needs.” 

Th e  W ate r  Resea rch  Fou n d a tion



Building the 
Fourth 

Aqueduct. 



Pure Water
Southern

California.



Making the 
Most of 

Every Drop. 
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Expanding
Groundwater 

& Surface 
Storage. 

Antelope Valley East Kern Water Bank



Capturing
Storm water. 

West Basin MWD (City of Culver City) Western MWD (Victoria Recharge Basin)



Groundwater 
& Seawater 

Desalination. 

Dedication of the Eastern Perris II Desalination Facility, June 2022



Chino Basin 
Program . 



Integration

In n ova tion

In clu sion
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